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SUBJECT: LIKUD CONSIDERING REQUIRING CABINET MEMBERS TO RESIGN THEIR 
KNESSET SEATS 

1 . LIKUD MK BADIAN AND THE CHAIRMAN OF THE HISTADRUT 
LIKUD FACTION (NACHMAN!) TOLD EMBOFF THAT THE LIKUD 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE MET ON NOVEMBER 28 TO CONSIDER A 
PETITION DRAFTED BY YEDIDIA BE'ERI (LIBERAL) TO INTRO- 
DUCE THE SO-CALLED NORWEGIAN RULE, WHEREBY ALL CABINET 
MEMBERS WOULD BE ASKED TO RELINQUISH THEIR KNESSET SEATS 
WHILE THEY HOLD MINISTERIAL POSITIONS. IF ADOPTED, THE 
NEXT EIGHT LIKUD CANDIDATES WHO FAILED TO BE ELECTED IN 
MAY BECAUSE OF THEIR RANKING ON THE KNESSET LIST WOULD 
BECOME KNESSET MEMBERS. SHOULD CABINET MEMBERS RESIGN 
OR THE GOVERNMENT CHANGE, THE SEATS WOULD REVERT TO THE 
ORIGINAL INCUMBENTS. 

2. AT THE MONDAY MEETING, A MAJORITY VOTED IN FAVOR, 

INCLUDING THE KNESSET FACTION. HOWEVER, MOST OF THE 
CABINET MEMBERS WERE OPPOSED. LIKUD WILL HAVE TO 
MAKE A FINAL DECISION BY DECEMBER 16. THE OUTCOME 
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WILL DEPEND PRINCIPALLY ON PRIME MINISTER BEGIN. WHO 
SO FAR HAS NOT INDICATED HIS OWN PREFERENCE. LIKUD 
KNESSET MEMBERS FEEL THAT THIS INNOVATION WOULD REDUCE 
THE PROBLEM OF ABSENTEEISM OF CABINET MEMBERS DURING 
CRUCIAL KNESSET DEBATES AND WOULD HELP IMPROVE THE 
MORALE OF PARTY MEMBERS. 
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3. BADIAN VENTURED THAT THE DMC MAY ALSO SUPPORT SUCH 
A MOVE. THE NRP ATTITUDE IS AS YET UNKNOWN, BUT IN 
THE PAST, THE NRP HAD ASKED SOME OF ITS CABINET MEMBERS 
TO YIELD THEIR KNESSET SEATS TO OTHERS. BADIAN EXPECTS 
THAT THE COALITION WILL SEEK APPROVAL OF THE WHOLE KNESSET 
FOR THIS RULE AND THAT LABOR WILL OPPOSE THE RULE, 
ALTHOUGH, AT LEAST IN THEORY, IT MIGHT REGAIN DAYAN'S 
SEAT IF THE RULE CHANGE IS ADOPTED FOR ALL CABINET 
MEMBERS. SO FAR LIKUD HAS NOT YET DISCUSSED THIS MATTER 
WITH ITS COALITION PARTNERS. HOWEVER, EVEN IF THE 
NORWEGIAN RULE IS NOT APPLIED TO THE ENTIRE CABINET 
(WITH THE POSSIBLE EXCEPTION OF THE DEPUTY PREMIER), 

LIKUD MAY APPLY IT TO ITS OWN CABINET MEMBERS. 

LEWIS 
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